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	1. From the board  


We wish you all the best in 2010: health, fun, inspiration, love and care
Time flies; we have no chance to be bored. We look back at a fascinating year in which we were able (THANK YOU!) to do the things we are good at: scholarships, supporting seniors, the nursery, the children’s home and building MCKs. 
We look ahead and see an exciting year in which we hopefully will be able to continue all these activities. If it is within our power, we will succeed! It will also be the year in which we will spend more and longer periods in Yogyakarta on Java, eventually taking office there. This, of course, while continuing our activities on Bali.
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	2. Project information


I. Bali: Widhya Asih III children’s home

Things are going well and that is an achievement in a home where more than 100 children need care and attention. It is great to see how the children take care of each other. Yohanes, the manager, is very inspired and spreads his message to the children: self-awareness, orientation on your future (a thing children are not used to as schools do not consider it important) and independence are his themes. It was a big disappointment that Komang Sari, a 23-year-old Economics student, announced she was pregnant and left the home to get married. However we decided to continue paying for her education. Otherwise she would have stopped because she can’t afford it and we figured she was punished enough already for her irresponsible behaviour. Her parents wrote us a note (they live on Sulawesi) expressing their shame and powerlessness and also their gratitude for the support she receives. The other students are doing great. Derliantini who studies Nursery in Yogya, got used to the city life and is doing well at school. The production of rosela tea and oyster mushrooms is prospering. A new activity is the preparation of tofu (or tahu), mainly for the people’s own consumption. Two weeks ago a palm tree fell down because of a heavy monsoon shower. It landed on the roof of one of the dormitories. Luckily there was only material damage. 

II. Bali: Scholarships

The second semester is about to begin. We will start delivering the school materials and paying the schools at the beginning of January. 

III. Bali: Seniors & Medical Support 
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We send you the most warm greetings of the 68 seniors in this programme who time and time again show how happy they are with the care and attention. Sometimes it is like handing out candies, the way people look at the medicines they take home with them. Visitors (Jan and Carel) brought 25 (reading) glasses which were very welcome. Some looked as though a new world opened up for them! It was great seeing the glasses going from hand to hand. Eventually only three pair of glasses remained and 22 beaming pairs of eyes looked at us. 
Our support to Hidup Bahagia for the care of psychiatric patients outside the over-crowded institution in Bangli continues. If you want to see a few minutes of impressing images on YouTube, click here (while pressing the CTRL-button). You can also read more about this project in a newspaper article that was printed in the Jakarta Post. Click here (while pressing the CTRL-button) for this article.

IV. Java: Yogyakarta- Community development.  
In October we attended the official handover of a neonisasi project (public lighting in villages) in Bendo (RT 06). The population of Ponggok RT 08/09 let us know that public lighting was not necessary, although this location was already approved by us. It appeared the village head did not inform them they had to make a contribution of their own. Their application will now be revised. For the time being the last neonisasi project will be done in Bendo (RT 05). We informed our local partner the Sejahtera Mulia Foundation, which is helping us execute these projects, that the money is almost there. And also that we prefer these projects to be part of an integral community development approach. For this we have several candidates and a survey will be conducted by the Gajah Mada university (faculty of agriculture).

The project in  Nogosari 1 RT 05 did not start yet. Decision-making is postponed till February 2010, when we will receive the survey results of a possible location in Wukirhardjo.
V. Java: Yogyakarta; Senior citizens programme

In the past period this programme was extended, it now includes 350 seniors. At the beginning of October we met them all during a Halal Bihalal meeting, an event which is part of Idul Fitri (September 20). At this occasion people ask each other for forgiveness (‘mohon maaf’), according to the old Islamic custom. It was a marvellous meeting, with singing and dancing, a speech by a Geriatrics professor who can easily pass as a stand-up comedian, and finally the ‘mohon maaf’ ritual in which we shook hands with everyone. Very nice and meaningful.

In November we paid house visits to three seniors in the Tegal Mulyo quarter. Two of them are candidates for weekly support, the third already receives it. We are used to a lot, but the fact that the camera did not leave the bag this time says it all. The circumstances in which these people live are terrible. We hope there are sponsors who will (continue to) contribute especially to these cases.

VI. Java: Yogyakarta; Scholarships

The first semester is finished and we are preparing for the second one. Here in Yogya we are supported by a team of eight volunteers and a co-ordinator who take care of most of the work. While visiting the Nur Hidayah hospital in November we met Agung who had his first day of practice as a part of his nursery study. He really shined!
VII. Java: Community Activity Centre -Roemah Kita- ; nursery (PAUD)

In November we had a meeting with CAC co-ordinator Rita and one of the most active volunteers. We spoke of the plans to start pre-school education (unofficial kindergarten) and about operational problems. The local sponsor for school milk will stop the free supply of milk powder at the end of 2009 and efforts to find a new sponsor have not yet succeeded. The choice to either abandon school milk or pay for the milk powder was difficult. Paying means we would be the payers;stopping means a stay at the centre becomes less attractive. We found a temporary solution in the offer of a local yoghurt producer to order milk from her supplier (fresh from the farmer) for the nursery. This means milk supply at low cost (so yes we pay, but the price is low).
VIII. Java: MCKs (toilet-wash-bathrooms) 

[image: image10.jpg]


[image: image11.jpg]


[image: image12.jpg]



Also in November an MCK was finished and officially handed over in Nogosari I RT 05. The one in Nogosari RT 06 is also finished and put into use. We saw several possible building locations, among other things in Nogosari RT 04, where we built a nice MCK before. The vastness of the area asks for a second MCK but a suitable location has not been found yet. This time we returned to a spot we rejected earlier because there was a cow stable close to the well, causing pollution in the water. Now, one year later, the stable was gone and the well was clean (we could not only see and smell this ourselves, but also received an official certificate from the health service which tested the water). Now nothing stands in the way of building an MCK. We can use the old well, so we do not have to dig, we only have to renovate the walls of the well.
IX Java: Hospital
After the surgery we paid for Isnaini Hastuti and Ibu Mujinah (both still receiving after care) there are no new candidates. The brave Hastuti (13 years) who suffered for infections for two and a half years and has been walking on crutches all this time, will receive a new bike after she has finished recuperation. Meanwhile we (afterwards) paid for the medical expenses and funeral of Adib (19 years) who passed away. The mother of Agung seems to have recovered well from cancer.
	 3. Sponsor visits!


After the busy summer we had a relatively quiet time. ‘Only’ Carel and Jan and Ineke paid a visit. Ineke brought the results of a very special project: her friend Evelyn sold Balinese jewellery in the Netherlands and Ineke sold paintings and cards. They donated the proceeds. Thank you very much!

	4. Couleur locale 


December 2009: at last it rained! Since June not a drop had fallen, the North Bali earth was hot and dry. The water level of the Buyan lake near Bedugul dropped several metres, some parts of it are dry now. In Yogja also it was very dry and warm in November. Mid-December the first rain fell and steam came from the ground. 

Bali had a fantastic tourist season. Until late October there were many guests and gold fever got hold of the business: prices rose considerably. The growing Indonesian middle class (mainly from the big cities on Java and Sumatra) is fond of domestic tourism and of course they all want to go to Bali!
Furthermore the hunt for corruption continues (police officers, politicians, judges, bankers, district attorneys and those working with them), and is extensively reported by the press: a lot of people’s eyes are opened. 
	5. Sponsor possibilities 


 

If you decide to support the initiatives of Gotong Royong financially, first think if you want to help any specific project or if you want to leave the spending to us.

Possibilities: 

· the scholarship programme: one scholarship is € 50 (primary school) € 85 (junior high school) or € 110 (senior high school) a year and can start any time during the year,

· sponsoring a child of the children’s home for € 12 a month (€ 36 a quarter or € 144 a year) for complete sustenance,

· the support of a senior (60 plus) for € 10 a month (especially for vitamins, minerals and medical care). This is € 30 a quarter or € 120 a year,

· the support of a child in the Roemah Kita nursery for € 10 a month.

· the support of mentally ill patients by paying their monthly medication: € 14 a month
Of course you can also send us a free gift and leave the spending to us.

    

	6. Gifts


Gifts are more than welcome at our bank account in Holland (Fortis): 84.21.36.932 (for the attention of Stichting Gotong Royong - Utrecht). For people who want to donate and who are living outside Holland, please contact us by e-mail so we can find a proper method of transaction for your donation. 

  

	7. Tell a friend


Please would you do us a favour and send this newsletter to your family, friends and colleagues or draw their attention to our website: www.gotong-royong-utrecht.nl where this newsletter is published as well (in English and in Dutch)!  

	8. Email & website    


If you want to let us know something, if you have feedback, do you want to ask anything? Send us an email: 

info@gotong-royong-utrecht.nl  

And have a look at our website, with many photos of our projects:

www.gotong-royong-utrecht.nl
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